Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 


PAGE 01 STATE 052453 
ORIGIN NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY :EUR/RPM:LBRECKON 
APPROVED BY :EUR: JEGOODB Y 
S/S-0:JETHYDEN 

077727 011917Z/40 

O 011903Z MAR78ZFF6 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO ALL NATO CAPITALS IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 052453 

NODIS 

FOLLOWING REPEAT USNATO 02085 ACTION SECSTATE FEB 28 QUOTE 
SECRET USNATO 02085 

NODIS 
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TAGS: NATO, PARM, MNUC 

SUBJECT: FEBRUARY 28 PERMREPS PRIVATE MEETING DISCUSSION 
ON ENHANCED RADIATION WARHEAD CONSULTATIONS 

1 . GERMAN PERMREP PAULS, ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM BONN, SAID 
HE HAD BEEN ASKED TO TELL PERMREPS THAT FRG HAD DECIDED 
IN FAVOR OF THE US ERW PROPOSAL AND THAT BONN NOW FELT 
THE ALLIANCE SHOULD REACH A DECISION ON THE AMERICAN PRO- 
POSAL VERY QUICKLY. SYG LUNS TOOK UP PAULS' STATEMENT 
AND SUGGESTED EARLY MEETING COULD BE HELD TO DECIDE ON 
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ALLIANCE POSITION. CHARGE, SPEAKING PERSONALLY, SAID HE 
BELIEVED EARLY ACTION WAS DESIRABLE, PARTICULARLY GIVEN 
FACT THAT ALLIANCE WAS ESPECIALLY VULNERABLE TO LEAKS AT 
THIS POINT WHERE US PROPOSAL HAD BEEN TABLED IN CONFIDENCE 
BUT NO AGREEMENT HAD BEEN REACHED ON PUBLIC ALLIED POSI- 
TION. IN RESPONSE QUESTIONS, CHARGE REVIEWED US PROPOSAL, 
EMPHASIZING IT WAS A PACKAGE. 

2. UPSHOT OF DISCUSSION WAS DECISION, SUBJECT TO CONFIRMA 
TION AT MARCH 7 PERMREPS LUNCH, TO HOLD AD HOC PRIVATE 
MEETING ON ERW ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22. COMMENT: DUTCH 
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SAID IT WAS UNLIKELY THEY COULD AGREE TO EARLIER DATE 
AND SEVERAL PERMREPS NOTED HILEX WOULD TAKE PLACE DURING 
WEEK BEGINNING MARCH 13 AND WOULD RESTRICT TIME AVAILABLE 
THEN FOR CONSULT ATIDN. LATTER POINT, WE BELIEVE, COULD 
BE GOTTEN AROUND AND PAULS SUBSEQUENTLY EXPRESSED 
INTEREST IN PUSHING FOR MEETING BEFORE MARCH 22. END 
COMMENT. 

3. CANADIAN PERMREP HARDY REINTRODUCED IDEA OF MILITARY 
COMMITTEE S CONSIDERING MILITARY IMPACT OF ARMS CONTROL 
PORTION OF US ER PROPOSAL. PAULS, UK PERMREP KIT .LICK 

AND CHARGE ARGUED THAT ARMS CONTROL ASPECT WAS ESSENTIALLY 
POLITICAL IN NATURE AND BETTER LEFT TO POLITICAL RATHER 
THAN MILITARY COMMITTEE ANALYSIS. NONETHELESS, WHILE 
LUNS AGREED TO DROP SUGGESTION THAT MILITARY COMMITTEE 
COMPARE VARIOUS ARMS CONTROL PROPOSALS, E.G., 

MBFR VERSUS SS-20, HE INSTRUCTED MILITARY COMMITTEE 
TO PROVIDE MILITARY ANALYSIS OF SPECIFIC US PROPOSAL. 

4. IN SEPARATE CONVERSATION WITH SENIOR US MEMBER OF 
MILITARY COMMITTEE (GENERAL CANTLAY), CHARGE REPEATED 
VIEW THAT ARMS CONTROL ISSUE (INCLUDING QUESTION OF 
"ARE WE TRADING A RACE HORSE FOR A WORK HORSE" AS 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 052453 

POSED AT FEBRUARY 24 NAC BY MC CHAIRMAN ZEINER GUNDERSEN) 
WAS ESSENTIALLY POLITICAL. HE URGED CANTLAY TO STAY IN 
CLOSE TOUCH WITH US AS (OR IF) MILITARY COMMITTEE 
PREPARES ITS ANALYSIS. COMMENT: IT WILL BE HARD TO 
AVOID AN MC STUDY GIVEN USUAL NATO ROUTINE ON THIS TYPE 
OF ISSUE, BUT NOT MUCH GOOD CAN COME FROM THIS. WE CAN 
WORK TO KEEP THE ANALYSIS FROM MAKING COMPARISONS OF 
VARIOUS ARMS CONTROL OPTIONS. WE COULD ALSO TRY AT 
NEXT PERMREPS LUNCH TO WITHDRAW REQUEST TO MILITARY 
COMMITTEE FOR ANALYSIS. HOWEVER, DURING SUBSEQUENT 
CONVERSATION WITH HARDY, HE INSISTED IT WAS "NATURAL 
AND LOGICAL" FOR PERMREPS TO CALL ON MC TO PREPARE A 
MILITARY ANALYSIS OF THIS TYPE OF PROPOSAL AND THAT HE 
FELT STRONGLY MC VIEWS SHOULD BE AVAILABLE TO PERMREPS 
FOR CONSIDERATION AT MARCH 22 ERW MEETING. END COMMENT. 

5. FULL REPORT FOLLOWS. WE WILL NEED GUIDANCE ON DATE 
FOR MARCH 22 ERW MEETING AND ON MC STUDY ISSUE. REQUEST 
WASHINGTON REPEAT TO ALL NATO CAPITALS (SEE THE HAGUE 
1041 DTG 281034Z FEB 78). GLITMAN. UNQUOTE VANCE 

SECRET 
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